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The method provides fallback logic. If self is None, return other. Otherwise return self. This
implements "first match wins" semantics when combining multiple matchers.

See: Companion Code Section 9

Section 10: How Match Flows Through the Crate

Understanding Match prepares you for the rest of the crate. Every filtering layer returns Match:

« Gitignore matching: does this path match a gitignore pattern?
o Type matching: does this path match selected file types?

e Override matching: does this path match a command-line glob?

These get combined with precedence rules. Overrides beat gitignore. Explicit includes beat
excludes. The final Match determines whether the walker yields the entry.

The flow roughly looks like: 1. Check overrides — Match 2. Check file types - Match
3. Check gitignore rules — Match 4. Combine with precedence -, final decision

See: Companion Code Section 10

Key Takeaways

First, errors wrap with context rather than converting to strings. This preserves information for
callers who need it.

Second, partial errors handle the common case where some operations succeed and others fail.
This is especially important for configuration files.

Third, Match encodes filtering decisions with three states: ignore, whitelist, and no-opinion. The
distinction enables negation patterns.

Fourth, Match combinators enable composing multiple filtering layers with clear precedence
semantics.

Fifth, the generic parameter T in Match carries provenance information. You can trace exactly
which rule caused which decision.



What to Read Next

With Error and Match understood, proceed to:
gitignore.rs — See how Match gets produced from gitignore pattern matching.
types.rs — See how Match gets produced from file type filtering.

dir.rs — See how multiple Match results get combined with precedence.



